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THE  CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT  has  overruled  a  state  PUC  find¬ 
ing  that  Richfield  Oil  Co,  was,  in  effect,  acting  as  a  public 
utility  in  its  sale  of  natural  gas  to  Southern  California 
Edison  Co. 

As  a  result  of  the  court  decision  the  oil  company  will  not 
be  subject  to  PUC  Jurisdiction  in  its  sale  of  gas  to  supply 
Edison's  Mandalay  generating  plant  in  Ventura  Coimty. 

Earlier,  the  PUC  had  directed  Richfield  to  cease  con¬ 
struction  of  two  pipelines  to  connect  with  the  Edison  plant. 
The  action  had  been  the  result  of  an  appeal  by  the  Southern 
California  Gas  Co.,  the  area's  principal  supplier,  that  Rich¬ 
field  would  have  a  competitive  advantage  unless  it  was  subject 
to  PUC  regulation. 

The  court,  however,  found  that  Richfield  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  dedicated  its  gas  reserves  to  the  public,  as 
the  PUC  had  held.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  commission 
ruling  would  have  subjected  all  gas  and  oil  producers  whose 
products  are  eventually  resold  to  the  public  to  PUC  control. 

THE  NATIONAL  LABOR  RELATIONS  BOARD  has  taken  under  advisement 
complaints  that  Rural  Electric  Inc.  of  Pine  Bluffs,  Wyo.,  had 
coerced  its  employees  against  Joining  a  union. 

The  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  union 
charged  that  13  of  the  16  employees  at  the  Pine  Bluffs  plant 
had  signed  cards  indicating  they  wanted  the  union's  repre¬ 
sentation.  The  union  said  a  short  time  later  the  workers 
changed  their  minds  and  charged  that  the  REA  had  threatened 
its  employees  against  Joining  the  union. 

B.  E.  Lyons,  manager  of  the  REA,  denied  the  charge. 

A  hearing  was  held  in  Cheyenne  in  mid-June  on  the  com¬ 
plaint,  but  NLRB  examiners  gave  no  indication  when  a  decision 
may  be  announced, 

THE  WYOMING  ASSOCIATION  OF  MUNICIPALITIES  has  adopted  a  reso¬ 
lution  urging  legislation  to  prohibit  the  Wyoming  Public 
Service  Commission  from  regulating  municipally  owned  and 
operated  utilities. 

The  Wyoming  Supreme  Court  recently  held  that  the  PSC  had 
Jurisdiction  to  regulate  rates  charged  by  city  owned  and 
operated  electric  utilities. 

A  bill  to  exclude  municipally  owned  utilities  from  PSC 
control  will  be  introduced  in  the  1961  legislature,  associ¬ 
ation  officials  said. 


FISHERY  AGENCIES  of  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho  prefer 


The  Accident  Prevention  Comrnittee  has  broug^ht 
national  recognition  and  distinction  to  the  Association 
by  the  publication  of  its  Accident  Prevention  Rule 
Book.  The  book  was  first  printed  in  1953.  It  is  the  only 
completed  compilation  of  hundreds  of  safety  rules 
mutually  accepted  as  standard  by  a  group  of  utility 
companies. 


The  committee  is  an  active,  working  group  which 
meets  several  times  a  year,  studies  new  work  procedures 
and  tests  of  tools,  materials  and  equipment.  Also  studied 
and  brought  up  to  date  by  the  Committee  are  general 
industry  safety  orders,  which  pertain  to  the  safety  of 
electric  utility  personnel  plus  other  safety  practices. 


PACIFIC  COAST  ELECTRICAL  ASSOCIATION 

Quesliotis  tmd  suggesliom  on  any  PCEA  aclh'ily  are  infited. 
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Pacific  Northwest  Power  Co.'s  proposed  High  Mountain  Sheep 
Dam  on  the  Snake  River  to  the  Nez  Perce  project  sought  by- 
Washington  Public  Power  Supply  if  a  high  dam  must  be  built 
on  the  Middle  Snake  River,  they  testified  in  a  joint  statement 
at  a  prehearing  conference  on  fish  problems  of  the  two  dams 
called  by  the  Federal  Power  Commission  June  15. 

The  agencies,  accepting  as  inevitable  that  one  or  the  other 
of  the  dams  will  be  built,  concluded  that  "High  Mountain  Sheep 
presents  the  best  plan  for  the  comprehensive  development  of 
this  stretch  of  the  river,  insofar  as  the  interest  of  the 
fisheries  are  concerned." 

"We  are  unequivocally  opposed  to  the  construction  of  Nez 
Perce  dam,"  said  the  tri-state  fishery  agency  statement.  Its 
construction,  they  said,  would  be  the  worst  blow  to  Columbia 
River  salmon  fisheries  since  Grand  Coulee  Dam  was  built. 


THE  STATE  OF  UTAH  will  ask  the  Utah  State  Supreme  Court  to 
reconsider  its  recent  finding  that  utility  relocation  costs 
should  be  paid  for  by  the  state  (Electrical  West,  July,  p  57). 
The  court  had  ruled  that  the  utilities  did  not  have  to  pay 
such  relocation  costs  and  the  state  faces  added  expenditures 
in  view  of  major  highway  construction  programs  under  way. 

SUBSTANTIAL  GAINS  in  the  count  of  young  salmon  and  steelhead 
passing  downstream  through  fish  facilities  of  Portland  General 
Electric  Co.'s  North  Fork  Dam  have  encouraged  PGE's  fish 
biologist,  George  Eicher. 

Eicher  termed  the  increased  downstream  migration  "an 
extremely  encouraging  indication  that  the  formerly  sizable 
runs  of  anadromous  fish  in  the  Clackamas  are  on  the  way  to 
restoration. " 

THE  BENTON  COUNTY  PUD  at  Kennewick,  Wash. ,  announced  plans 
for  a  6%  rate  cut  starting  in  September  for  residential 
customers  using  more  than  800  kwh  per  month.  It  will  affect 
about  6,317  of  the  PUD's  8,860  customers  and  will  amount  to 
savings  of  $50,000  a  year. 

Thomas  Black,  PUD  manager,  said  the  move  would  be  made 
possible  by  increased  use  of  electricity  in  the  district, 
which  now  has  high  saturation  on  electric  water  heating, 
more  than  one-third  of  the  homes  using  electric  heat  and 
about  20%  using  air  conditioning.  Average  residential  use 
of  electricity  in  the  district  is  now  12,200  kwh. 

FORMAL  TALKS  on  a  new  contract  between  G-E  and  Jim  Carey's 
volatile  lUEW  will  begin  July  19,  following  acceptance  by 
the  company  of  a  union  proposal  that  negotiations  begin  one 
month  earlier  than  called  for  under  the  present  contract, 
which  expires  Oct.  1.  Carey,  who  has  been  quoted  as  saying 
he  owes  General  Electric  a  strike,  has  fired  a  salvo  of  de- 
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mands  but  there  are  indications  that  closing  down  G-E  will 
not  be  easy. 

At  presstime  chances  appeared  to  be  about  two  to  one 
against  a  strike.  Favoring;  Carey  has  put  himself  on  the 
block.  He  has  to  produce  to  make  good  his  threat;  to  get 
union  shops  in  G-E  plants  and  supplementary  employment  bene¬ 
fits,  He  hopes  for  a  coalition  with  other  unions  to  bolster 
his  own  forces.  Weighing  heavily  against  the  strike  is  his 
weak  position  numerically.  lUE  commands  only  about  a  quarter 
of  G-E  plants  and  in  those  its  lead  is  narrow.  At  Lynn,  for 
instance,  it  won  over  UE  in  a  recent  election  by  a  small 
margin. 

Another  deterrent  is  the  memory  of  recent  strikes  at  West- 
inghouse  and  in  the  steel  industry,  which  were  long  and  costly 
for  both  company  and  employees.  Equally  strong  is  the  fact 
that  G-E  has  done  an  excellent  job  under  direction  of  Lem 
Boulware — and  more  recently  Jack  Parker — in  communicating  the 
facts  of  the  wage  negotiations  to  its  employees,  thus  encour¬ 
aging  independent  decisions  and  making  it  difficult  to  rail¬ 
road  a  strike  vote. 

AGREEMENT  HAS  BEEN  REACHED  between  Anaconda  and  its  electri¬ 
cians  in  Butte,  Anaconda  and  Great  Falls  on  a  new  contract 
extending  to  March  1962.  The  agreement,  which  calls  for  pay 
increases  of  per  hour  retroactive  to  July  1,  1959,  and  a 
further  increase  of  7^9^  per  hour  effective  next  Nov.  1, 
brings  the  electricians  from  the  present  |19.40  per  eight- 
hour  day  to  $20.60  after  the  second  increase.  Overtime  pay 
and  health  and  welfare  provisions  are  included. 

EXPANSION  BY  ELECTRIC  SUPPLIES  DISTRIBUTING  CO.  of  San  Diego 
is  no  surprise  but  when  it  took  over  from  Incandescent  Supply 
Co.  the  former  Cook-Nichols  operation  in  Pasadena,  on  July  1, 
the  trade  was  set  to  wondering  if  Incandescent  Supply,  which 
with  Phillips  &  Edwards  has  been  expanding  also  in  northern 
California,  was  going  to  confine  its  operations  to  the 
northern  part  of  the  state.  Its  Los  Angeles  operation  has 
already  been  trimmed  down  to  a  fixture  house,  which  it  will 
close  down  soon.  This  brings  to  seven  the  number  of  houses 
operated  by  the  San  Diego  distributor. 

CALIFORNIA  ANTITRUST  cases  promise  to  increase  since  the  last 
legislature  gave  the  State  Department  of  Justice  $90,000  to 
investigate  and  prosecute  illegal  trade  practices  and  the 
attorney  general's  office  stated  at  a  hearing  June  16  that  it 
has  set  up  a  special  staff  of  six  attorneys  and  an  investi¬ 
gator,  The  construction  industry  is  the  special  target. 
Earlier  this  year  a  suit  was  filed  against  the  Inland  Bid 
Depository  and  Allied  Construction  Industries  in  San  Bernar¬ 
dino.  Late  in  May  charges  were  filed  against  five  marble  and 
tile  setting  firms  in  Los  Angeles  County.  The  attorney  gen¬ 
eral's  office  is  said  to  be  ready  to  introduce  10  specific 
amendments  to  strengthen  the  state  antitrust  act  and  three  to 
tighten  the  unfair  practices  act.  .  .  Other  state's  attorneys 
general  were  reported  to  be  interested  in  similar  action 
following  their  national  meeting  recently. 

PRENOTICE  LIEN  LAW,  at  least  as  it  applies  in  Los  Angeles 
County,  was  declared  in  effect  unconstitutional  by  a  Los 
Angeles  County  superior  court.  The  court  held  that  the  law 
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recently  passed  protected  the  workmen  but  did  not  protect  the 
materials  supplier  and  hence  was  not  equal.  The  Construction 
Industry  Legislative  Co\incil,  however,  recommended  that  all 
California  areas  continue  to  use  the  prenotice  forms  until  a 
state  supreme  court  ruling  has  been  obtained, 

NO  REGISTRAR  of  California  Contractors'  State  License  Board 
had  yet  been  selected  at  press  time  and  Governor  Brown  was 
personally  interesting  himself  in  interviewing  applicants. 

COMBINING  LIGHTING  and  AIR  CONDITIONING  into  fixtures  designed 
to  serve  both  purposes  has  moved  this  type  of  lighting  into 
another  jurisdictional  dispute  between  the  electricians  and 
the  sheet  metal  workers.  What  part  of  the  combination  fixture 
the  sheet  metal  men  install  and  what  part  the  electricians  do 
is  covered  in  an  understanding  between  IBEW  and  the  sheet 
metal  workers  recently.  While  it  is  not  a  formal  agreement, 
the  understanding  is  to  be  used  in  settling  disputes,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  general  understanding.  Specific  types  of  fixtures 
and  makes  are  drawn  and  parts  designated. 

FIXTURE  HEATING  is  being  studied  by  a  Joint  Industry  Committee 
with  Electrical  Testing  Laboratory  making  extensive  tests  to 
report  the  results  for  industry  use  in  design  or  redesign  of 
fixtures,  particularly  those  surface  mounted.  The  report  sur¬ 
prised  no  one  in  saying  that  heating  in  fixtures  is  a  serious 
problem.  Plans  to  remedy  the  situation  are  being  developed. 

INSPECTORS  WILL  HEAR  BOTH  SIDES  of  the  question  of  whether 
fuses  or  inherent  thermostats  should  be  used  for  fluorescent 
fixture  ballast  protection  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  South¬ 
western  Section  scheduled  for  Reno  Sept.  19-22.  The  North¬ 
western  Section  may  have  a  similar  discussion.  G.  E.  Pieper 
of  Texas  Instruments  and  A.  E.  Rowe,  ballast  sales  engineer 
with  G-E,  will  explore  the  subject  for  the  inspectors.  Pieper 
presented  a  similar  talk  at  the  Northwest  regional  lES  con¬ 
ference  in  Seattle,  demonstrating  the  inherent  thermostatic 
type  of  protection. 

ELECTRICAL  INDUSTRY  OUTING  combining  the  Electric  Club  of  Los 
Angeles,  the  National  Electrical  Contractors  Los  Angeles  Chap¬ 
ter  and  the  Los  Angeles  area  of  National  Association  of  Elec¬ 
trical  Distributors  will  take  the  form  of  a  special  Santa  Fe 
train  ride  from  Los  Ano:eles  to  Del  Mar  Aug.  1  to  attend  the 
races.  It  is  called  the  "First  Annual  Stag  Outing"  of  the 
three  industry  groups.  Those  in  charge  are  L,  Dean  Fowler, 
General  Electric  Co.,  for  the  Electric  Club;  Ray  Carey,  exec¬ 
utive  vice-president.  NECA  chapter;  and  Ken  Rehwalt,  G-E 
Supply,  NAED  vice-president.  The  affair  promises  to  rival  the 
prewar  boat  ride  to  Fnsenada  undertaken  by  the  industry 
group. 

ELECTRIC  HEAT  BOOM  is  on  and  now  everyone  wants  to  get  in  the 
act.  Electrical  contractor  groups  throughout  the  West  are 
urging  members  to  take  classes  and  get  out  and  sell  electric 
heating.  They  do  well  to  do  so  for  the  heating  and  plumbing 
industry  is  moving  into  the  act.  Likewise  at  the  national 
convention  of  the  Sheet  Metal  Contractors  in  Wisconsin  re¬ 
cently,  they  were  told  that  "you  have  the  most  to  offer  in 
electric  heating."  They  were  told  to  sell  the  ducted  air 
system  and  shown  all  of  the  many  advantages  electric  heat 
offers  the  consumer. 
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From  the  Desk  of  H.  F.  Hartzell,  President 
Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Assn. 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  address  a  message 
to  all  of  our  members  since  taking  office  officially  on  July 
1;  and  I  do  so  with  mixed  emotions.  I  am,  of  course,  tre¬ 
mendously  proud  of  the  honor  that  I  have  received;  and  I  will 
make  every  effort  to  serve  to  your  satisfaction  and  to  the 
association's  credit.  I  am  aware,  though,  of  the  help  I  shall 
need,  and  I  ask  for  this  from  you  members.  Please  send  me 
your  ideas  of  how  we  can  work  together  for  the  advancement 
of  our  industry. 

Although  it  is  about  two  months  since  the  Las  Vegas  conven¬ 
tion,  I  must  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  my  prede¬ 
cessor,  Charles  Wikle,  and  all  his  competent  committeemen 
who  made  it  such  a  successful  meeting.  It  will  be  difficult 
indeed  to  maintain  the  pace  they  set  when  we  convene  again  at 
the  Sheraton-Palace  in  San  Francisco,  May  17-19,  1961. 

The  sections  are  busy  organizing  for  the  new  PCEA  year. 

Section  chaiimen,  guidance  committee  members  and  all  other 
committee  personnel  will  be  announced  in  the  August  issue  of 
Electrical  West. 

The  following  schedule  of  conferences  has  been  established: 
Administrative  Services  Section;  Fall  Conference,  Nov.  14- 
15,  Phoenix;  Spring  Conference,  April  27-28,  Villa  Hotel, 

San  Mateo;  Engineering  &  Operating  Section;  April  6-7,  Ambas¬ 
sador  Hotel,  Los  Angeles;  Business  Development  Section; 

April  17-18,  Sheraton-Palace  Hotel,  San  Francisco. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  the  following  companies  as  new 
members.  We  hope  that  they  will  be  active  participants. 

American  Crossarm  &  Conduit  Co.,  Jack  T.  Smith,  Chehalis, 
Wash.;  A1  Asher  &  Sons  Inc.,  A1  Asher,  Los  Angeles;  Arrow- 
Hart  &  Hegemen  Electric  Co.,  J.  B.  Gregory,  San  Francisco; 
Basic  Management  Inc.,  Dan  J.  Reed,  Henderson,  Nev. ;  Baxter 
Co.,  W.  E.  Nagel,  San  Francisco;  Brill  Electronics,  Paul 
Seitz,  Oakland;  Crane  Packing  Co.,  C.  W.  Nelson,  South  San 
Francisco;  Curry  Co.,  Robert  G.  Sutton,  San  Francisco;  Elkins 
Electric  Agency,  Stuart  Elkins,  Los  Angeles;  Farinon  Electric 
Co.,  Herbert  B.  Sutton,  Redwood  City;  Genesys  Corp. ,  R.  M. 
Cornforth,  Los  Angeles;  Gibbons  Electric  Co.,  Richard  F.  Gib¬ 
bons,  Santa  Clara;  Gorman  Engineering  Co.  of  Arizona,  Harold 
0.  Hunn,  Phoenix. 

Harvey  Aluminum,  James  H.  Newman,  Torrance;  Lighting  Dy¬ 
namics,  James  D.  Bond,  City  of  Industry;  Frank  McGinley  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.  Inc.,  Jack  D.  Cox,  Wilmington;  W.  A.  McQuire,  Los 
Angeles;  Narda  Ultrasonics  Corp.,  Eugene  Fioramonti,  Los  An¬ 
geles;  National  Envelope  Corp.,  Howard  N.  Gilmore,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco;  Pacific  Pipe  Co.,  Earl  I.  Gudelj ,  San  Francisco;  Pat- 
terson-Emerson-Comstock  Inc.,  P.  W.  Kohlhaas,  Oakland;  Warren 
G.  Smith  Electric  Co.,  Warren  G,  Smith,  San  Francisco;  Stand¬ 
ard  Trailer  Co.,  Jack  T.  Bill,  San  Leandro. 

Once  again,  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  confidence  in  electing 
me  your  president  for  the  year  ahead.  It  is  a  real  challenge 
and  I  believe  that  if  we  work  together  we  can  make  it  a 
rewarding  one. 
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BALANCED  COMPOUNDING .eans  BALANCED  RESISTANCE 


to  all  of  the  factors  that  attack  portable  cables  and  cords 

It  is  not  enough  that  portable  cables  or  cords  have  the  ability  to 
resist  attacks  by  water  or  oil,  or  any  other  single  factor.  To  provide 
truly  dependable  service  over  long  i)eriods  of  time,  {xjrtable  cables 
mu.st  have  balanced  resistance  to  all  deteriorating  factors. 

Since  there  is  no  one  ingredient  that  has  inherent  resistance  to 
all  of  these  factors,  the  in.sulation  or  jacket  of  the  ix>rtable  cable 
or  cord  must  be  a  combination  of  ingredients. 

Balanced  Compounding  refers  to  the  .scientific  selection  of  these 
ingredients  and  the  pro|X)rtions  in  which  they  are  mixed.  Where  the 
balance  Ls  upset  by  loading  the  comixjund  with  any  one  ingredient, 
resistance  to  one  factor  may  increase,  but  resistance  to  other  factors 
will  be  lessened. 

Pnxjf  of  the  worth  of  Simplex  Balanced  Comixjunding  can  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  Tirex  portable  cables  have  been  successfully 
IKjrforming  under  the  most  rugged  o|)erating  conditions  for  periods 
ranging  up  to  twenty  years. 


46  kv,  21,600  kvar  step-switched  copocitor  bonk  at  Utah  Power  &  light  Com¬ 
pany's  Terminal  Substation,  Salt  lake  City.  This  bank  is  step-switched  by  the 


l-M  Voltage  Divider  Switching  scheme,  which  utilizes  a  number  of  low-cost,  15  kv 
remote  control  oil  switches,  on  all  but  the  first  step  (Photo  by  R  J  NortonI 


L~M  VDS  Bank  Provides  Economical 
Capacitor  Switching  for  Utah  P&L  Co 


L-M’s  Voltage  Divider  System  permits  substituting  low-cost  L-M  15  kv  oil  switches 
for  other,  more  costly  methods  of  step-switching  large  capacitor  banks. 


Line  Material’s  Voltage  Divider  Switching  method  uses  L-M’s 
NR  15  kv  remote  control  oil  switches  on  all  but  the  first  step. 
A  large  number  of  switches  is  required,  but  since  they  are  rela¬ 
tively  inexpensive,  the  total  switching  cost  is  far  less  than  with 
other  methods. 

Utah  Power  &  Light  Company  recognized  a  need  for  reactive 
supply  when  local  generation  was  off  and  the  Salt  Lake  City  load 
was  heavy.  The  Terminal  Substation  capacitor  bank  was  installed 
to  supply  such  power.  Use  of  the  L-M  VDS  system  provided  a 


low  cost  method  of  switching.  The  installation  accomplished  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  designed. 

Ask  for  Technical  Paper  on  VDS 

Ask  the  L-M  Field  Engineer  for  information  on  the  L-M  VDS 
method— and  for  copy  of  a  technical  paper  on  the  subject.  He 
will  also  be  glad  to  tell  you  about  L-M’s  outstanding  line  of 
secondary,  industrial,  25,  50  and  100  kvar  capacitors;  and  about 
L-M’s  Capacitor  Application  Engineering  Service.  Or  write  Line 
Material  Industries,  Milwaukee  1,  Wisconsin. 
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WESTERN  SALES  OFFICES: 


BOISE  •  DENVER  •  PHOENIX  •  SACRAMENTO  •  SEAHLE  •  SPOKANE  •  BUHE  •  LOS  ANGELES 


PORTLAND  •  SALT  LAKE  CITY  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  VISALIA  •  ANCHORAGE.  ALASKA 


